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INTRODUCTION 
 
Arts Education in the 21st Century  
Creativity is a driving force in the 21st century global economy, with the fastest growing jobs and emerging industries relying on the 
ability of workers to think unconventionally and use their imaginations.  
 
The best employers the world over will be looking for the most competent, most creative, and most innovative people on the face of the 
earth ... This will be true not just for the top professionals and managers, but up and down the length and breadth of the workforce. ... 
Those countries that produce the most important new products and services can capture a premium in world markets...  
 
(2007, National Center on Education and the Economy)  
 
Experience with and knowledge of the arts is an essential component of the P-12 curriculum in the 21st century. As the state of New 
Jersey works to transform public education to meet the needs of a changing world and the 21st century workforce, capitalizing on the 
unique ability of the arts to unleash creativity and innovation in our students is critical for success, as reflected in the mission and 
vision that follow:  
 
Mission: The arts enable personal, intellectual, social, economic, and human growth by fostering creativity and providing 
opportunities for expression beyond the limits of language.  
 
Vision: An education in the arts fosters a population that:  
• Creates, reshapes, and fully participates in the enhancement of the quality of life, globally.  
• Participates in social, cultural, and intellectual interplay among people of different ethnic, racial, and cultural backgrounds through a 
  focus on the humanities.  
• Possesses essential technical skills and abilities significant to many aspects of life and work in the 21st century.  
• Understands and impacts the increasingly complex technological environment.  
 
Intent and Spirit of the Visual and Performing Arts Standards  
The intent and spirit of the New Jersey Visual and Performing Arts Standards builds upon the philosophy and goals of the National 
Standards for Arts Education.   Equitable access to arts instruction is achieved when the four arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art) are offered throughout the P-12 spectrum. Thus, the goal of the standards is that all students have regular, sequential 
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arts instruction throughout their P-12 education. The expectation of the New Jersey arts standards is that all students communicate at a 
basic level in each of the four arts disciplines by the end of fifth grade, using the vocabularies, materials, tools, techniques, and 
intellectual methods of each arts discipline in a developmentally appropriate manner. Beginning in grade 6, student instruction in the 
arts is driven by specialization, with students choosing one of the four arts disciplines based on their interests, aptitudes, and career 
aspirations. By the end of grade 12, students are expected to communicate proficiently in one or more arts disciplines of their choice. 
By graduation from secondary school, all students should, in at least one area of specialization, be able to:  
 
• Define and solve artistic problems with insight, reason, and technical proficiency.  
• Develop and present basic analyses of works of art from structural, historical, cultural, and aesthetic perspectives.  
• Call upon their informed acquaintance with exemplary works of art from a variety of cultures and historical periods.  
• Relate various types of arts knowledge and skills within and across the arts disciplines by mixing and matching competencies and  
   understandings in art-making, history, culture, and analysis in any arts-related project.  
 
Revised Standards  
The revised 2009 visual and performing arts standards align with the National Standards for Arts Education. In addition, they correlate 
structurally to the three arts processes defined in the 2008 NAEP Arts Education Assessment Framework: creating, performing, and 
responding. When actively engaged in these processes, students not only learn about the arts, they learn through and within the arts.  
 
The state and national standards are deliberately broad to encourage local curricular objectives and flexibility in classroom instruction. 
New Jersey’s revised 2009 visual and performing arts standards provide the foundation for creating local curricula and meaningful 
assessments in the four arts disciplines for all children. They are designed to assist educators in assessing required knowledge and 
skills in each discipline by laying out the expectations for levels of proficiency in dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts at the 
appropriate level of study.  
 
Organization of the 2009 Standards  
This organization of the 2009 visual and performing arts standards reflects the critical importance of locating the separate arts 
disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) as one common body of knowledge and skills, while still pointing to the unique 
requirements of individual disciplines. There are four visual and performing arts standards, as follows: 
  
Standards 1.1 and 1.2, respectively, articulate required knowledge and skills concerning the elements and principles of the arts, as 
well as arts history and culture. Together, the two standards forge a corollary to the NAEP Arts process of creating. Standard 1.1 
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includes four strands, one for each of the arts disciplines: A. Dance, B. Music, C. Theatre, and D. Visual Art; Standard 1.2 includes a 
single strand: A. History of the Arts and Culture.  
 
Standard 1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles that govern the 
creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  
Standard 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, and influence of the arts 
throughout history and across cultures.  
Standard 1.3 is rooted in arts performance and thus stands as a corollary to the NAEP Arts process of performing/interpreting. Like 
Standard 1.1, Standard 1.3 is made up of four arts- specific strands: A. Dance, B. Music, C. Theatre, and D. Visual Art.  
Standard 1.3 Performing: All students will synthesize skills, media, methods, and technologies that are appropriate to creating, 
performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  
Standard 1.4 addresses two ways students may respond to the arts, including (1) the study of aesthetics and (2) the application of 
methodologies for critique. Standard 1.4 provides a corollary to the NAEP Arts process of responding. This standard pertains to all 
four arts disciplines, and is comprised of two strands related to the mode of response: A. Aesthetic Responses and B. Critique 
Methodologies.  
Standard 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts 
philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  
 
Proficiency Levels and Grade Band Clusters  
The grade-band clusters for the 2009 visual and performing arts standards correspond to new federal definitions of elementary and 
secondary education, which may have implications for instructional delivery according to licensure. The expectations for student 
achievement increase across the grade band clusters as follows:  
• Grades K-2 and 3-5: All students in grades K-5 are given broad-based exposure to, and are provided opportunities for participation 
in, each of the four arts disciplines. The expectation at this level is that all students attain basic literacy in the content knowledge and 
skills delineated in the K-2 and 3-5 grade-level standards for the arts.  
 

This Introduction was provided by the New Jersey State Department of Education as part of the 2009 New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Standards for the Visual and Performing Arts, and can be found at the following web address:  

http://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/standards/1/intro.pdf 
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STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 
 
The visual arts are essential to one’s perception and understanding of the world around them. The creative process allows the student 
to explore and define the world around them visually. Visual art deepens our appreciation of life experiences and other cultures.  
Student enthusiasm and inquisitiveness should be cultivated and developed so as to enhance thinking ability, creativity and problem 
solving. Varied experiences in the arts should be provided so that the student will be able to communicate ideas and feelings.  
 
Literacy in the visual arts empowers students to: 

•  Explore and develop in thought, ability and being in unique ways 
•  Make connections to the world around them 
•  Think critically as well as creative problem solving 
•  Understand themselves and those of different cultures/ethnicities 
•  Enrich their lives, increase their self-esteem and their academic potential 

 
An education in the visual arts focuses on the creative process, aesthetic appreciation and arts literacy no matter the medium being 
explored. Visual art affords numerous opportunities for interdisciplinary connections such as mathematics, language arts, science and 
technology to name a few.  
 
The creative process allows students to see how art is a part of everyday life and use this knowledge to communicate and think 
critically. The skills learned in art are necessary for success in other areas of school and life as a whole. 
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PROGRAM GOALS 
 

Program Goals are directly linked to the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards 
 
 
1.1 All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in visual art. 
 
1.2 All students will understand the role, development, and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 
 
1.3 All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting 
works of art in visual art.   
 
1.4 All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in visual art. 
 
 
 

OVERVIEW 
 
All students should have the license to express themselves freely to their full potential in the visual arts. The ability to do so will 
complement student achievement academically as well as personally. This document is meant to guide staff in creating meaningful 
experiences in the visual arts according to the standards set by the New Jersey Department of Education’s Core Curriculum Content 
Standards. The Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions provided are intended to facilitate lesson planning objectives. 
Opportunities for interdisciplinary connections and meaningful assessment strategies can be found within this document. 
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Grades K - 2 
1.1 The Creative Process All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles that govern the creation of 

works of visual art. 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

1.1.2.D.1 
1.1.2.D.2 
 

Elements and principles of art are used to produce 
and convey ideas, feelings and emotions in an 
artwork. 
 
Art can be used to communicate ideas visually. 
 
Each art discipline has its own vocabulary and 
concepts. 
 

What are the elements of art and principles of design? 
 
Why are the elements of art and principles of design 
important in art creation? 
 
How can we use the elements and principles of art to 
communicate in art?  
 
How are elements and principles of art used to 
communicate? 
 
Why is it important to know and use art terms when 
discussing visual art and in visual communication?  
 

 
 

Skills Key Content 
Identify the basic elements of art and principles of art in diverse 
types of artwork. (2.D.1) 
 
Identify elements of art and principles of design in specific works 
of art and explain how they are used. (2.D.2) 

The basic elements of art and principles of design govern art 
creation and composition. (2.D.1) 
 
Recognizing the elements of art and the principles of design in 
artworks of known and emerging artists, as well as peers, is an 
initial step toward visual literacy. (2.D.2) 
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Grades K - 2 
1.2 History of the Arts and Culture All students will understand the role, development, and influence of the arts throughout history 

and across cultures.  
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

1.2.2.A.1 
1.2.2.A.2 
 

Every historical period, culture, and society has 
its own art style. 
 
Each historical period, culture and society has 
influenced the creation of art. 
 
Art has a role and purpose in society despite who 
created it or when it was created. 
 
Art from the past continues to influence art that is 
created in the present. Art continues to have a 
purpose in modern life. 
 

What purpose did/does this art piece serve in 
history/society?  
 
What does this artwork tell us about the artist? 
 
What does this artwork tell us about the culture? 
 
Why is it important to learn about the art from the past and 
present? 
 
What can we learn from the art from the past? 
 
How can we tell when and where an artwork was created? 
 
Where can we see art that reflects history/culture today? 
 
What are some common themes in the artwork of a specific 
culture or people? 
 
How can we use the characteristics of an artwork to 
determine when it was created and by whom? 

 
Skills Key Content 

Identify characteristic theme-based works of visual art, such as 
artworks based on the themes of family and community, from 

Visual art work from diverse cultures and historical eras have 
distinct characteristics and common themes that are revealed by 
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various historical periods and world cultures. (2.A.1) 
 
Identify how artists and specific works of visual art reflect, and 
are affected by, past and present cultures. (2.A.2) 

contextual clues within the works of art. (2.A.1) 
 
The function and purpose of art-making across cultures is a 
reflection of societal values and beliefs. (2.A.2) 

 
Grades K - 2 

1.3 Performance All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, 
and/or presenting works of visual art. 

Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

1.3.2.D.1 
1.3.2.D.2 
1.3.2.D.3 
1.3.2.D.4 
1.3.2.D.5 
 

Experimenting with different mediums, 
techniques and processes allows for varied 
responses in problem solving and in 
communicating visually. 
 
Practicing art making with a variety of art 
materials helps to develop skill, technique and 
responsible use of art materials. 
 
The materials an artist uses can influence the type 
of artwork they create. 
 
The elements and principles of art can be used in 
creating artwork regardless of the materials used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How can art be used to tell a story? 
 
How can I use art to communicate with others? 
 
What does this artwork tell us about the artist? 
 
Why is it important to use art materials appropriately? 
 
Why is it important to use multiple art materials and 
techniques in our art creation? 
 
Why should we use different art mediums/techniques even 
when we don’t like them? 
 
How can we combine art techniques to make our art more 
interesting? 
 
How does my use of the elements of art affect the mood of 
my artwork? 
 

1.2 History of the Arts and Culture (continued) 
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  What does my use of the elements of art, medium, or 
technique say about my artwork? 
 
What makes something a tool for creating art? 
 
Why is it important to learn and use the proper terms for art 
materials/techniques? 
 
Can artwork symbolize something else (other than what it 
may show visually)? 
 
How can art be used to make observations about the world 
around me or my everyday life? 
 
How is art a part of everyday life? 

 
Skills Key Content 

Create two- and three-dimensional works of art using the basic 
elements of color, line, shape, form, texture, and space, as well as 
a variety of art mediums and application methods. (2.D.1) 
 
 
 
Use symbols to create personal works of art based on selected 
age-appropriate themes, using oral stories as a basis for pictorial 
representation. (2.D.2) 
 
 
Employ basic verbal and visual art vocabulary to demonstrate 
knowledge of the materials, tools, and methodologies used to 

Visual statements in art are derived from the basic elements of art 
regardless of the format and medium used to create the art. There 
are also a wide variety of art media, each having its own 
materials, processes, and technical application methods for 
exploring solutions to creative problems. (2.D.1) 
 
Symbols convey meaning agreed upon by a group or culture. 
Manipulation of the basic elements of art and principles of design 
for personal expression results in visual communication that may 
be relevant in a variety of settings. (2.D.2) 
 
Each of the visual art forms uses various materials, tools, and 
techniques that are associated with unique verbal and visual 

1.3 Performance (continued) 
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create and tell visual stories. (2.D.3) 
 
Explore the use of a wide array of art mediums and select tools 
that are appropriate to the production of works of art in a variety 
of art media. (2.D.4) 
 
Create works of art that are based on observations of the physical 
world and that illustrate how art is part of everyday life, using a 
variety of art mediums and art media. (2.D.5) 

vocabularies. (2.D.3) 
 
Knowledge of visual art media necessitates an understanding of a 
variety of traditional and nontraditional tools, applications, 
possibilities, and limitations. (2.D.4) 
 
Visual awareness stems from acute observational skills and 
interest in visual objects, spaces, and the relationship of objects to 
the world. (2.D.5) 

 
Grades K - 2 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses and Critique Methodologies All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, 
judgment, and analysis to works of visual art. 

A. Aesthetic Responses and B. Critique Methodologies  
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

1.4.2.A.1 
1.4.2.A.2 
1.4.2.A.3 
1.4.2.A.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflecting on the characteristics of their work and 
on the work of others increases appreciation of 
the visual arts. 
 
Art can evoke a personal response and that 
response is specific to the artwork that is being 
viewed. 
 
Art philosophies and theories can be applied to 
analyze/compare art elements in the world around 
them. 
 
Art is influenced by the circumstances in which it 
is created. 

What makes this piece art? 
 
What makes this art piece great? 
 
How does this show the artist’s creativity? 
 
How is this artwork different from another artwork? 
 
How is this artwork similar to another artwork? 
 
What makes this artwork different from other artwork from 
a similar time period or culture? 
 
How does this artwork make me feel? 

1.3 Performance (continued) 1.3 Performance (continued) 
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1.4.2.B.1 
1.4.2.B.2 
1.4.2.B.3 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art is open to interpretation and discussion. 
 
Reflecting on one’s art and the art of your peers 
(using art vocabulary) helps artists to 
communicate more effectively through the visual 
arts. 
 
Art can be investigated through questions and 
journaling. 
 
Students will learn to describe and interpret art 
using art vocabulary. 
 
Observation of art is an essential part of learning 
about art and understanding its purpose. 
 
Constructive criticism is an important part of art 
making. 

 
How can I use art to tell a personal narrative? 
 
How does the artist’s creativity/imagination shine through 
in this artwork? 
 
What patterns, if any, are found in this art piece? 
 
What patterns can be found in the natural world around us? 
 
What is being communicated through this art piece? 
 
 
What makes this piece art? 
 
What makes this art piece great? 
 
How does this show the artist’s creativity? 
 
How is this artwork different from another artwork? 
 
How is this artwork similar to another artwork? 
 
How does this artwork make me feel? 
 
How can I use art to tell a personal narrative? 
 
How does the artist’s creativity/imagination shine through 
in this artwork? 
 
What is being communicated through this art piece? 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses and Critique Methodologies (continued) 
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How were the elements of art and design used in creating 
this artwork?  
 
What can we learn from viewing various types of art? 
 
How is viewing art essential to understanding it? 
 
What art terms would I use to describe this art piece? 

Skills Key Content 
Identify aesthetic qualities of exemplary works of visual art, and 
identify characteristics of the artists who created them (e.g., 
gender, age, absence or presence of training, style, etc.). (2.A.1) 
 
Compare and contrast culturally and historically diverse works of 
visual art that evoke emotion and that communicate cultural 
meaning. (2.A.2) 
 
Use imagination to create a story based on an arts experience that 
communicated an emotion or feeling, and tell the story through 
each of the four arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual 
art). (2.A.3) 
 
Distinguish patterns in nature found in works of visual art. 
(2.A.4) 
 
 
Observe the basic arts elements in performances and exhibitions 
and use them to formulate objective assessments of artworks in 
dance, music, theatre, and visual art. (2.B.1) 
 

Each arts discipline (dance, music, theatre, and visual art) has 
distinct characteristics, as do the artists who create them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Relative merits of works of art can be qualitatively and 
quantitatively assessed using observable criteria. (2.B.1) 
 
 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses and Critique Methodologies (continued) 
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Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving 
responses to performances.  (2.B.2) 
 
Recognize the making subject or theme in works of dance, 
music, theatre, and visual art. (2.B.3) 
 

Constructive criticism is an important evaluative tool that enables 
artists to communicate more effectively. (2.B.2) 
 
Contextual clues are embedded in works of art and provide 
insight into artistic intent. (2.B.3) 

 
 
Assessment: Rubric Key Criteria for Differentiation 
*Art Portfolio 
*Peer Review 
*Rubrics 
*Performance Tasks 
*Class Projects 
 

*http://www.incredibleart.org/l 
*http://www.makeworksheets.com/samples/
rubrics/index.html 
*http://rubistar.4teachers.org/ 
*http://roobrix.com 
 

*Making Differentiation a Habit by 
Diane Heacox, Ed.D. pgs. 57 -62, 115-
117 
*Differentiating Instruction in the 
Regular Classroom by Diane Heacox, 
Ed.D. pgs. 125-128 
*http://www.teach-nology.com/ 
tutorials/teaching/differentiate 

Resources Instructional Strategies/Best Practices Enrichment 
*National Standards for Visual Art –The 
National Standards for Arts Education 
*NJCCCS Visual and Performing Arts 
Standards Learning Progressions 
*http://www.nagb.org/content/nagb/assets/ 
documents/publications/frameworks/arts-
framework08.pdf 
*http://wwar.com/ 
*www.nga.gov 
*http://artsconnected.org/toolkit/index.html 
*http://www.artistshelpingchildren.org/ 
*http://www.projectarticulate.org/index.php 
*http://www.artlex.com 

*www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/links/ 
toolbox/practice.html 
*http://artsedge.kennedy-
center.org/educators/lessons 
*www.knowledgeloom.org/tab/index.jsp 
*http://www.teachervision.fen.com/ 
*http://incredibleart.org 
*http://www.learn360.com 
*http://www.kinderart.com/artlessons.shtml 
* http://www.artsonia.com/teachers/lessonplans 

*www.jerseyarts.com 
*www.artforlearning.com/Tours.html 
*http://www.teachervision.fen.com/activ
ity/resource/5855.html 
*http://www.pixologic.com/sculptris/ 
*http://incredibleart.org 
*KidPix 
*Kidspiration 
*Global Art: Activities, Projects, and 
Inventions from Around the World by 
MaryAnn F. Kohl and Jean Potter 
* http://www.learn360.com 
*http://www.artcyclopedia.com/ 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses and Critique Methodologies (continued) 
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http://www.amazon.com/Global-Art-Activities-Projects-Inventions/dp/087659190X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1344312491&sr=1-1&keywords=global+art
http://www.amazon.com/Global-Art-Activities-Projects-Inventions/dp/087659190X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1344312491&sr=1-1&keywords=global+art
http://www.amazon.com/MaryAnn-F.-Kohl/e/B001KCGEZW/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1344312491&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Jean-Potter/e/B001IGNFTI/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1344312491&sr=1-1
http://www.learn360.com/


Visual Arts / Grades K - 5  
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Thematic Units  
 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade 
Elements of Art 
Line 
Shape/Form 
Color (Primary, Secondary) 
Texture 
 
Principles of Art/Design 
Movement/Direction 
Pattern/Repetition 
Balance  
 
3D Art/Sculpture 
Collage 
Clay Sculpture 
Assemblage 
Recycled Art 
 
Printmaking 
Foam Printing 
Texture Rubbings 
Rubber Stamping 
 
Painting 
Watercolor 
Sponge Painting 
Action (splatter) Painting 
Marble Painting 

Elements of Art 
Line 
Shape/Form 
Color (Warm, Cool) 
Texture 
Space  
 
Principles of Art/Design 
Movement/Direction 
Proportion/Scale 
Pattern/Repetition 
Balance  
 
3D Art/Sculpture 
Collage 
Clay Sculpture 
Assemblage 
Weaving 
Masks 
Recycled Art 
 
Printmaking 
Foam Printing 
Texture Rubbings 
Rubber Stamping 
 
Painting 

Elements of Art 
Line 
Shape/Form 
Color (Tint, Shade) 
Texture 
Space/Perspective 
 
Principles of Art/Design 
Movement/Direction/Rhythm 
Proportion/Scale 
Pattern/Repetition 
Balance  
Unity 
 
3D Art/Sculpture 
Collage 
Origami 
Clay Sculpture 
Assemblage 
Weaving 
Masks 
Papier Mache 
Recycled Art 
 
Printmaking 
Foam Printing 
Block Printing 
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Illustration 
Figure Drawing 
Portraits 
Comic Art/Cartooning 
 
Art Critique 
Impressionism 
Abstract Art 
Realism 
Pop Art 
African American Art 
Native Art 
Folk Art  
 
 
 
 
 

Watercolor 
Tempera 
Sponge Painting 
Action (splatter) Painting 
Landscapes 
 
Illustration 
Figure Drawing 
Portraits 
Animal/Flower Drawings 
Comic Art/Cartooning 
 
Art Critique 
Impressionism 
Abstract Art 
Realism 
Pop Art 
African American Art 
Native Art 
Folk Art  
Modern Art 

Texture Rubbings 
Rubber Stamping 
 
Painting 
Watercolor 
Tempera 
Acrylic 
Sponge Painting 
Action (splatter) Painting 
Landscapes 
Portraits 
 
Illustration 
Figure Drawing 
Portraits 
Life Drawing 
Animal/Flower Drawings 
Comic Art/Cartooning 
Murals 
 
Art Critique  
Impressionism 
Abstract Art 
Realism 
Pop Art 
African American Art 
Native Art  
Folk Art 
Modern Art 
Photorealism 

 

Thematic Units (continued) 
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Scope and Sequence, Grades K - 2 
 

Key to Scope and Sequence: I = Introduce Skill, R = Reinforce Skill, S = Strengthen Skill 
Thematic Units Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade 

Elements of Art: 
• Line 
• Shape/Form 
• Color 
• Texture 
• Space/Perspective 

 
I 
I 
I 
I 

N/A 
 

 
R 
R 
R 
R 
I 

 

 
R 
R 
R 
R 
R 

 

Principles of Art/Design: 
• Movement/Direction 
• Pattern/Repetition 
• Balance 
• Proportion/Scale 
• Unity 

 
I 
I 
I 

N/A 
N/A 

 

 
R 
R 
R 
I 

N/A 
 

 
R 
R 
R 
R 
I 

 

3D Art/Sculpture: 
• Collage 
• Clay Sculpture 
• Assemblage 
• Recycled Art 
• Weaving 
• Masks 
• Papier Mache 
• Origami 

 
I 
I 
I 
I 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

 

 
R 
R 
R 
R 
I 
I 

N/A 
N/A 

 

 
R 
R 
R 
R 
R 
R 
I 
I 

 

Printmaking: 
• Foam Printing 
• Texture Rubbings 

 
I 
I 

 
R 
R 

 
R 
R 
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• Rubber Stamping 
• Block Printing 

I 
N/A 

 

R 
N/A 

 

R 
I 

 

Painting: 
• Watercolor 
• Sponge Painting 
• Action Painting 
• Marble Painting 
• Tempera 
• Landscapes 
• Portraits 
• Acrylic 

 
I 
I 
I 
I 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

 

 
R 
R 
R 
S 
I 
I 

N/A 
N/A 

 

 
R 
R 
R 

N/A 
R 
R 
I 
I 

 

Illustration: 
• Figure Drawing 
• Portraits 
• Comic Art/Cartooning 
• Animal/Flower 

Drawings 
• Murals 
• Life Drawings 

 
I 
I 
I 
 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

 

 
R 
R 
R 
 
I 

N/A 
N/A 

 

 
R 
R 
R 
 

R 
I 
I 

 

Art Critique: 
• Impressionism 
• Abstract Art 
• Realism 
• Pop Art 
• African American Art 
• Native Art 
• Folk Art 
• Modern Art 
• Photorealism 

 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

N/A 
N/A 

 

 
R 
R 
R 
R 
R 
R 
R 
I 

N/A 
 

 
R 
R 
R 
R 
R 
R 
R 
R 
I 

 

Scope and Sequence, Grades K - 2 (continued) 

Montclair Public Schools                                                               Page 23 
 



Visual Arts / Grades K - 5  
Montclair Public Schools 

 

Pacing Guide  
 
Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

September  1.1.2.D.1 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.2.D.2 
 

Elements and principles of 
art are used to produce and 
convey ideas, feelings and 
emotions in an artwork. 
 
 
Art can be used to 
communicate ideas 
visually. 
 

Identify and distinguish 
between geometric and 
organic shapes 
 
Understand that line is 
used to create shapes 
 
Recognize that color, line 
and shape are three of the 
elements of art 
 
Identify and distinguish 
between colors (neutral, 
primary, secondary, etc.) 
 
Understand how color is 
created adding  
black/white or by mixing 
primary colors 
 
Identify and demonstrate 
symmetry in an art piece 
 

Have students 
transform their body 
into line or shape; 
show symmetry 
 
Create art works that 
emphasize isolated 
elements of art 
 
Create a collage using 
geometric and organic 
shapes 
 
Make a color wheel 
showing primary and 
secondary colors 
 
Create an art word 
wall in classroom 
 
Demonstrate color 
mixing with varied art 
materials 
 
Paint/color with 
crayons that are warm 
and cool.  
 
Identify real-life 
examples to match 
colors. 

http://artsconnected.org/tool
kit/index.html 
 
Kidspiration 
 
Kid Pix 

Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Art Journaling 
Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

October 1.4.2.A.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.2.D.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.2.D.2 

Art philosophies and 
theories can be applied to 
analyze/compare art 
elements in the world 
around them. 
 
Reflecting on the 
characteristics of their 
work and on the work of 
others increases 
appreciation of the visual 
arts. 
 
Experimenting with 
different mediums, 
techniques and processes 
allows for varied 
responses in problem 
solving and in 
communicating visually. 
 
Practicing art making with 
a variety of art materials 
helps to develop skill, 
technique and responsible 
use of art materials. 
 
The materials an artist 
uses can influence the type 
of artwork they create. 
 
Elements and principles of 
art are used to produce and 
convey ideas, feelings and 
emotions in an artwork. 

Distinguish between 
different patterns in a 
work of visual art 
 
Identify patterns existing 
in nature 
 
Recognizing examples of 
repetition in artwork 
 
Create 2D works of art 
using the basic elements 
of color, line, shape, 
repetition/pattern, as well 
as a variety of art 
mediums and methods 
 
Distinguish between 
random and linear patterns 

Create a pattern using 
line, color and/or 
shape 
 
Play a game of 
clapping hands in 
simple patterns 
 
Demonstrate making 
a pattern with specific 
art materials 
 
Lead discussion with 
examples of artwork 
that have 
repetition/patterns 
 
Play I Spy to identify 
examples of repetition 
and patterns in the 
classroom  
 
Create gift wrap, 
fabric, or wallpaper 
patterned designs 

http://www.artlex.com 
 
Kidspiration 
 
Kid Pix  
 
http://www.learn360.com 
 

Rubrics 
Peer Review 
Art Portfolio 
Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
Art can be used to 
communicate ideas 
visually. 

November/ 
December 

1.3.2.D.4 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2.2.A.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2.2.A.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.2.D.3 
 

Practicing art making with 
a variety of art materials 
helps to develop skill, 
technique and responsible 
use of art materials. 
 
Every historical period, 
culture, and society has its 
own art style. 
 
Each historical period, 
culture and society has 
influenced the creation of 
art. 
 
Art has a role and purpose 
in society despite who 
created it or when it was 
created. 
 
Art from the past 
continues to influence art 
that is created in the 
present. Art continues to 
have a purpose in modern 
life. 
 
Experimenting with 
different mediums, 
techniques and processes 
allows for varied 

Experiment with various 
art mediums and select 
proper tools for the 
creation of art  
 
Identify artworks based on 
the themes of family and 
community, from various 
historical periods and 
world cultures 
 
Identify how artists and 
specific works of visual 
art reflect, and are affected 
by, past and present 
cultures 
 
Use art to tell a narrative 
story  
 
Understand how art can be 
used to tell a narrative 
story 

Create art influenced 
by Native American 
culture (ceramics, 
totem poles, dream 
catchers, etc.) 
 
My Family project 
illustrating family 
culture/traditions 
 
Introduce folk art 
 
Create story quilts 
 
Produce weaving 
projects (placemats, 
potholders, baskets, 
etc.) 
 
Create simulations of 
folk art paintings on 
animal skins 
 
Create ceramic pots, 
jewelry (beads), etc. 

http://nmai.si.edu/explore/m
ultimedia/ 
 
http://www.nativetech.org/ 
 
http://www.njamistadcurricu
lum.com/ 
. 
 

Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Rubrics 
Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

responses in problem 
solving and in 
communicating visually. 

January 1.1.2.D.2 
 
 
 
1.4.2.B.2 
 
 
 
1.3.2.D.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.2.D.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.2.D.3 

Each art discipline has its 
own vocabulary and 
concepts. 
 
Constructive criticism is 
an important part of art 
making. 
 
Experimenting with 
different mediums, 
techniques and processes 
allows for varied 
responses in problem 
solving and in 
communicating visually. 
 
The materials an artist 
uses can influence the type 
of artwork they create. 
 
The elements and 
principles of art can be 
used in creating artwork 
regardless of the materials 
used. 
 
Practicing art making with 
a variety of art materials 
helps to develop skill, 
technique and responsible 
use of art materials. 
 

Identify and distinguish 
between different forms of 
printing 

 
Students will be able to 
compare and contrast 
prints/paintings 

 
Students will used texture 
plates/ found textured 
objects to create rubbings 

 
Use found objects to 
create stamp prints 
 
Students will use assorted 
materials to create a print 
plate   
 
Students will print a series 
of images 

 
Students will appropriate 
vocabulary such as print 
plate, brayer, ink, 
edition/series 
 

Use vegetables/fruits 
to make prints 
 
Use light sensitive 
paper to make sun 
prints 
 
Create a printing 
block by gluing foam 
shapes to cardboard 
tube/wooden block 
 
Create texture 
rubbings 
 
Create abstract foam 
printings 
 
Create mono prints 
 
Use puzzle pieces to 
create prints 
 
Print on fabrics 
Create gift wrap 
 
Use household 
objects for printing  
(bottle caps, 
cardboard, etc.) 
 
Create artwork using 

http://www.artcyclopedia.co
m/ 
 
http://www.nga.gov/kids/zon
e/zone.htm 
 

Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Rubrics 
Art Journaling 
Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

rubber stamps and 
stamp pads 
 
Use fingertips and  
hands to create prints 

February 1.2.2.A.1 
 
 
 
1.2.2.A.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.2.B.1 

Every historical period, 
culture, and society has its 
own art style. 
 
Each historical period, 
culture and society has 
influenced the creation of 
art. 
 
Art has a role and purpose 
in society despite who 
created it or when it was 
created. 
 
Observation of art is an 
essential part of learning 
about art and 
understanding its purpose. 
 
Art is open to 
interpretation and 
discussion. 

Identify themes of African 
American art from various 
historical periods  
 
Examine and discuss art 
prints for their expressive 
qualities 
 
Communicate their ideas 
about an artwork by 
asking open-ended 
questions 
 
Identify and distinguish 
between selected artworks 
created by African 
American artists 
 
Name some of the 
contributions/characteristi
cs of African American 
art(ists) 

Create a collage 
inspired by Romare 
Bearden 
 
Create a treasure box 
inspired by Bettye 
Saar 
 
Create a portrait of a 
figure in African 
American history 
 
Create masks form 
papier mache 
 
Create Kente cloth 
using stamps and 
stencils (patterns) 
 
Simple basket 
weaving/mat making 
projects 

http://www.njamistadcurricu
lum.com/ 
 
http://www.nga.gov/kids/zon
e/zone.htm  
 
http://www.learn360.com 

Art Journaling 
Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Rubrics 
Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 

March 1.4.2.B.3 
 
 
 
1.3.2.D.5 
 
 
 

Art can be investigated 
through questions and 
journaling. 
 
Experimenting with 
different mediums, 
techniques and processes 
allows for varied 

Identify and distinguish 
between selected artworks 
created by female artists 
 
Name some of the 
contributions female 
artists 
 

Art journaling related 
to projects 
 
Artist study on the 
female artist of their 
choice 
 
Discuss the artwork 

Youth Art Explosion @ 
MHS 
 
http://www.victorianweb.org
/gender/arts.html 
 
http://aenj.org/pages/yam 

Art Journaling 
Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Rubrics 
Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
 
 
1.1.2.D.2 
 
 
 
1.3.2.D.2 
 
 
 
1.3.2.D.3 

responses in problem 
solving and in 
communicating visually. 
 
Art can be used to 
communicate ideas 
visually. 
 
The materials an artist 
uses can influence the type 
of artwork they create. 
 
Observation of art is an 
essential part of learning 
about art and 
understanding its purpose 

Identify themes of art 
created by female artists 
from various historical 
periods  
 
Recognize the importance 
of Youth Art Month 
 
Create  original 2D 
artworks using the basic 
elements of art and design 
as well as a variety of art 
mediums and techniques 

of selected female 
artists 
 
Portraits of their 
favorite woman 
 
Create posters 
celebrating art for 
Youth Art Month 
 
Create artworks for 
submission in the 
Youth Art Explosion 
@ MHS 

April 1.1.2.D.1 
 
 
 
 
1.1.2.D.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.2.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 

Elements and principles of 
art are used to produce and 
convey ideas, feelings and 
emotions in an artwork. 
 
Art can be used to 
communicate ideas 
visually. 
 
Each art discipline has its 
own vocabulary and 
concepts. 
 
Art philosophies and 
theories can be applied to 
analyze/compare art 
elements in the world 
around them. 
 

Identify characteristics of  
still life and landscape 
paintings 
 
Name recyclable objects 
that can be used to create 
art 
 
Compare and contrast still 
life and landscape 
paintings 
 
Create 2D and 3D 
artworks  based on a 
spring theme/using 
recycled materials 
 
Distinguish between 
background middle 

Recycled art projects 
 
Create posters 
encourage others to 
go green 
 
Projects that celebrate 
spring 
 
Creating landscapes 
and still life 
paintings/drawings 
 
Create found/junk art 
projects 
 
Create layered 
landscapes 
 

http://www.recycledart.com/ 
 
http://www.artistshelpingchil
dren.org/craftsbyitems.html 
 
http://www.heartwoodresour
ces.org 

Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Rubrics 
Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

1.3.2.D.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.2.D.2 

Experimenting with 
different mediums, 
techniques and processes 
allows for varied 
responses in problem 
solving and in 
communicating visually. 
 
Practicing art making with 
a variety of art materials 
helps to develop skill, 
technique and responsible 
use of art materials. 

ground and foreground 
 
Use a variety of materials 
to create a mixed media 
artwork 

Mixed media/collage 
project 
 

May/June 1.1.2.D.2 
 
 
 
 
1.1.2.D.1 
 
 
 
1.3.2.D.5 
 
 
 
1.4.2.A.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.2.D.3 
 

Elements and principles of 
art are used to produce and 
convey ideas, feelings and 
emotions in an artwork. 
 
Art can be used to 
communicate ideas 
visually. 
 
Each art discipline has its 
own vocabulary and 
concepts. 
 
Reflecting on the 
characteristics of their 
work and on the work of 
others increases 
appreciation of the visual 
arts. 
 
Art can evoke a personal 
response and that response 

Understand how line and 
shape are used to create 
figures/portraits 
 
Identify comic art and 
how it differs from other 
forms of drawing 
 
Demonstrate illustration 
techniques 
 
Create original characters 
 
Know the difference 
between portrait and 
landscape style 
 
Learn the proper 
proportions for drawing 
the human body/face 
 
Recall/describe the 

Students practice 
sketching 
 
Flip books 
 
Learn illustration 
techniques 
 
Practice figure 
drawing and animal 
form drawing  
 
Cartooning 
 
Comic Book Art 
 
Character 
development 
 
Portraiture 
 
Basic life drawing 

http://www.picassohead.com
/ 
http://www.nga.gov/kids/zon
e/zone.htm  
 
Kidspiration 
 
Kid Pix  
 
http://www.learn360.com 

Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Rubrics 
Portfolio Review 
Art Journaling 
Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
 
1.4.2.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.2.A.1 

is specific to the artwork 
that is being viewed. 
 
Art philosophies and 
theories can be applied to 
analyze/compare art 
elements in the world 
around them. 
 
Experimenting with 
different mediums, 
techniques and processes 
allows for varied 
responses in problem 
solving and in 
communicating visually. 
 
Observation of art is an 
essential part of learning 
about art and 
understanding its purpose. 

proportions for drawing  a 
face/body 
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COMMON RUBRIC(S) 
 

Project: _____________________________________________________________________  

Name ______________________________ Date ______________ Class ___________ 

Criteria Goal Mastery – 
3 pts 

Advancing –
2pts 

Novice – 
1 pt 

Score 

Developing skills at grade level - 
Shows growth - takes risks to 
discover 

I produce high quality, creative work. I show 
originality and take risks to learn new. 

    

Understanding and application of 
art concepts and lesson objectives 

I apply all art concepts, especially those stressed for 
the project. I solve problems myself. 

    

Participation and effort I always participate in class and always use class time 
well. 

    

Use and care of materials I used all materials appropriately with no reminders. I 
always clean up. 

    

Behavior I always follow all classroom rules and never cause a 
classroom disturbance. I am always helpful. 

    

S+=15-11    S=10-6     NI=5-0                                                                         Total  

Art Concept (s): 

Lesson Objectives: 

Teacher’s comments: 

Parent Signature: _______________________________________Date______________ 

Source:  http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/files/E-rubric2.htm 
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ART RUBRIC 
 

Name: _________________________________________   Date: ______________________  
 
Project: _________________________________________   Class: ______________________  
 
Area of Grading Criteria for Grading Value 

 1 2 3 4  
Elements of 
Art/Design 

The student did the 
minimum or the 
artwork was never 
completed. 

The student did the 
assignment in a 
satisfactory manner, 
but lack of planning 
was evident. 

The artwork shows 
that the student 
applied the principles 
discussed in class 
adequately. 

The artwork shows 
that the student 
applied the principles 
discussed in class in 
a unique manner.  

 

Creativity This piece shows 
little or no evidence 
of original thought. 

The student’s work 
lacked sincere 
originality. 

The student work 
shows evidence of 
originality. 

The student work 
demonstrates a 
unique level of 
originality. 

 

Effort The student did not 
finish the work in a 
satisfactory manner. 

The student finished 
the project, but it 
lacks finishing 
touches or can be 
improved upon with 
little effort. 

The student 
completed the project 
in an above average 
manner, yet more 
could have been 
done. 

The student gave an 
effort far beyond the 
requirements of the 
project. 

 

Skill The student showed 
poor craftsmanship 
or lack of 
understanding. 

The student showed 
average 
craftsmanship and 
understanding. 

The student showed 
above average 
craftsmanship and 
understanding. 

The artwork is 
outstanding and was 
finished with a great 
deal of patience. 

 

Responsiveness The student 
displayed a negative 
response throughout 
the development of 
the piece. 

The student 
displayed a negative 
response at times 
during the 
development of the 
piece. 

The student 
displayed a positive 
response most of the 
time during the 
development of the 
piece. 

The student 
displayed a positive 
response all of the 
time during the 
development of the 
piece.  

 

Total      

Source:  http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/files/E-rubric2.htm 
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ELEMENTARY RUBRIC  
Original Author Unknown 

To earn a plus:  
I produce high quality/creative work. 
I apply all skills, especially those stressed for the assignment. 
I participate in class and use time well. 
I solve problems and work independently. 
 
To earn a check plus:  
I produce quality work. 
I make an effort to apply skills, especially those stressed for the assignment. 
I participate in class and use time well. 
I try to solve problems and usually work independently. 
 
To earn a check:  
I produce acceptable work. 
I apply some of the skills that are expected for the assignment. 
I usually participate and use time well. 
I sometimes solve problems and work independently. 
 
To earn a check minus: 
I produce work of inconsistent quality. 
I rarely apply the expected skills for the assignment. 
I sometimes participate and use time well. 
I rarely work independently or solve problems. 
 
To earn a minus:  
I produce no work, or work that shows little effort. 
I do not apply expected skills. 
I do not participate or use time well. 
I do not solve problems or work independently. 

Adapt to use O S+ S S- U or “Heart – Head – Hands” symbols.  Above Rubric is combination of three different rubrics. 
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Grades 3 - 5 
1.1 The Creative Process All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles that govern the creation of 

works of visual art. 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

1.1.5.D.1 
1.1.5.D.2 

Art making and responding to art are tightly 
interwoven parts of art appreciation.  
 
Visual arts improve quality of life and deepen 
appreciation for basic human needs. 
 
Elements of art and principles of design transcend 
culture and languages. 
  
Applying art concepts to create art will enhance 
the communication of their experiences, ideas and 
feelings. 

Why must I create art in order to appreciate it? 
 
How does art make life better? 
 
How does art assist/affect my view of the world around me? 
 
Does art have any barriers? 
 
Can everyone appreciate art regardless of societal factors 
(age, race, language, gender, etc.)? 
 
How does using certain materials enhance or limit an art 
piece? 
 
How can I effectively use the principles of art and elements 
of design to communicate my personal feelings/thoughts? 

 
Skills Key Content 

Identify elements of art and principles of design that are evident 
in everyday life. (5.D.1) 
 
 
 
Compare and contrast works of art in various mediums that use 
the same art elements and principles of design. (5.D.2) 

Understanding the function and purpose of the elements of art and 
principles of design assists with forming an appreciation of how 
art and design enhance functionality and improve quality of 
living. (5.D.1) 
 
The elements of art and principles of design are universal. (5.D.2) 
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Grades 3 - 5 
1.2 History of the Arts and Culture All students will understand the role, development, and influence of the arts throughout history 

and across cultures.  
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

1.2.5.A.1 
1.2.5.A.2 
1.2.5.A.3 

Art can be distinguished and identified by its 
characteristics (time period, culture, etc.). 
 
Art and culture reflect each other.  
 
History, culture and the arts influence each other 
in artistic expression. 
 
Art can be influenced by anyone at any time to 
create new genres. 
 
Every artist and every artistic period has a style.  
 
 

When was this artwork created? How do I know? 
 
How is this art different from art from another culture/time 
period? 
 
What does this art piece tell me about life during this period 
of time? 
 
What can art tell me about the past? 
 
What materials were used to create this piece? How do I 
know? 
 
Are there other artworks similar to this one from this 
culture/time period? 
 
How does existing/past art(ists) influence other generations 
in their art making? 

 
Skills Key Content 

Recognize works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art as a 
reflection of societal values and beliefs. (5.A.1) 
 
Relate common artistic elements that define distinctive art genres 
in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. (5.A.2) 

Art and culture reflect and affect each other. (5.A.1) 
 
 
Characteristic approaches to content, form, style, and design 
define art genres. (5.A.2) 
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Determine the impact of significant contributions of individual 
artists in dance, music, theatre, and visual art from diverse 
cultures throughout history. (5.A.3) 

Sometimes the contributions of an individual artist can influence 
a generation of artists and signal the beginning of a new art genre. 
(5.A.3) 

 
Grades 3 - 5 

1.3 Performance All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies appropriate to creating, performing, 
and/or presenting works of visual art. 

Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

1.3.5.D.1 
1.3.5.D.2 
1.3.5.D.3 
1.3.5.D.4 
1.3.5.D.5 

Art has endless opportunities for self-expression 
and problem solving.  
 
Imagination is important in creating art but skill 
and application of art concepts are essential to 
creating great art. 
 
The creative process may yield unexpected 
results given the variety of materials and 
techniques. 
  
Art can be exhibited and displayed anywhere. 
However, the way it is displayed may affect the 
way it is received by the audience. 

Is there a limit to what I can express through art? 
 
How can I effectively use art vocabulary in my art creation? 
Why is this important? 
 
How can the materials that I choose to create affect what 
I’m trying to communicate in my art piece? 
 
How can I use what I know about an art technique, medium 
or process to enhance what I’m trying to communicate in 
my work? 
 
Is there such a thing as too much art? 
 
What makes a setting suited for showing art? 
 
How can where art is displayed affect the view or 
understanding of an art piece? 

 
 
 

1.2 History of the Arts and Culture (continued) 
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Skills Key Content 
Work individually and collaboratively to create two- and three-
dimensional works of art that make cohesive visual statements 
and that employ the elements of art and principles of design. 
(5.D.1) 
 
Identify common and distinctive characteristics of artworks from 
diverse cultural and historical eras of visual art using age-
appropriate stylistic terminology (e.g., cubist, surreal, optic, 
impressionistic), and experiment with various compositional 
approaches influenced by these styles. (5.D.2) 
 
Identify common and distinctive characteristics of genres of 
visual artworks (e.g., realism, surrealism, abstract/nonobjective 
art, conceptual art, and others) using age-appropriate terminology, 
and experiment with various compositional approaches influenced 
by these genres. (5.D.3) 
 
Differentiate drawing, painting, ceramics, sculpture, printmaking, 
textiles, and computer imaging by the physical properties of the 
resulting artworks, and experiment with various art media and art 
mediums to create original works of art. (5.D.4) 
 
Collaborate in the creation of works of art using multiple art 
media and art mediums, and present the completed works in 
exhibition areas inside and outside the classroom. (5.D.5) 

The elements of art and principles of design can be applied in an 
infinite number of ways to express personal responses to creative 
problems. (5.D.1) 
 
 
Contextual clues to culturally specific thematic content, 
symbolism, compositional approach, and stylistic nuance are 
prevalent in works of art throughout the ages. (5.D.2) 
 
 
 
Each of the genres of visual art (e.g., realism, surrealism, 
abstract/nonobjective art, conceptual art, and others) is associated 
with appropriate vocabulary and a stylistic approach to art-
making. (5.D.3) 
 
 
The characteristics and physical properties of the various 
materials available for use in art-making present infinite 
possibilities for potential application. (5.D.4) 
 
 
There are many types of aesthetic arrangements for the exhibition 
of art. Creating or assembling gallery exhibitions requires 
effective time management and creative problem-solving skills. 
(5.D.5) 

 
 
 

1.3 Performance (continued) 
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Grades 3 - 5 
1.4 Aesthetic Responses and Critique Methodologies All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, 

judgment, and analysis to works of visual art. 
A. Aesthetic Responses and B. Critique Methodologies  

Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understandings Essential Questions 

1.4.5.A.1 
1.4.5.A.2 
1.4.5.A.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.5.B.1 
1.4.5.B.2 
1.4.5.B.3 
1.4.5.B.4 
1.4.5.B.5 

Individuals respond to art differently based on 
their own personal experiences and the context in 
which it was viewed. 
 
Aesthetic qualities of art can be classified based 
on specific characteristics such as theme, 
message, medium, etc. 
 
Artists reflect on their artwork and discern what 
themes or ideas may have influenced their work. 
 
The visual arts are saturated with a variety of 
approaches, artistic solutions, and interpretations.  
 
 
 
Forming an opinion about a particular artwork 
based on what they know about different kinds of 
art is an essential part of art appreciation. 
 
Observation, interpretation and description of 
visual art are crucial for promoting critical 
thinking, communication and creative expression.  
 

How is the purpose/function of this artwork different from 
other artworks I have seen? 
 
What is the function/purpose of this artwork? 
 
What is the theme of this artwork? How can I tell? 
 
How would I classify this artwork? Why would I classify it 
in that manner? 
 
Why did I create this art piece? What is its meaning? What 
influenced me in creating this art piece and why? 
 
 
 
 
What is my opinion of this piece? Why do I feel this way 
about this piece?  
 
How can I use my knowledge of the elements of art and 
principles of design to interpret this piece? 
 
How can I use art terms to interpret and describe this piece 
to others? 
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Art is open to interpretation and individuals may 
differ in opinion (and that’s okay). 
 
Greater appreciation of art and the aesthetic 
qualities of art due to frequent observation and 
discussion.  

 
Is it okay to feel differently about an artwork than someone 
else? Why? 
 
Is there a right way to feel about a particular artwork/style? 
Why or why not? 
 
How can looking at art affect the way I see the world around 
me? 
 
How can observing and reflecting on art help me to 
appreciate all art? 

 
Skills Key Content 

Employ basic, discipline-specific arts terminology to categorize 
works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art according to 
established classifications. (5.A.1) 
 
Make informed aesthetic responses to artworks based on 
structural arrangement and personal, cultural, and historical points 
of view. (5.A.2) 
 
Demonstrate how art communicates ideas about personal and 
social values and is inspired by an individual’s imagination and 
frame of reference (e.g., personal, social, political, historical 
context). (5.A.3) 
 
 
 
Assess the application of the elements of art and principles of 
design in dance, music, theatre, and visual artworks using 

Works of art may be organized according to their functions and 
artistic purposes (e.g., genres, mediums, messages, themes). 
(5.A.1) 
 
Formalism in dance, music, theatre, and visual art varies 
according to personal, cultural, and historical contexts. (5.A.2) 
 
 
Criteria for determining the aesthetic merits of artwork vary 
according to context. Understanding the relationship between 
compositional design and genre provides the foundation for 
making value judgments about the arts. (5.A.3) 
 
 
 
Identifying criteria for evaluating performances results in deeper 
understanding of art and art-making. (5.B.1) 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses and Critique Methodologies (continued) 
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observable, objective criteria. (5.B.1) 
 
Use evaluative tools, such as rubrics, for self-assessment and to 
appraise the objectivity of critiques by peers. (5.B.2) 
 
Use discipline-specific arts terminology to evaluate the strengths 
and weaknesses of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
(5.B.3) 
 
 
Define technical proficiency, using the elements of the arts and 
principles of design. (5.B.4) 
 
Distinguish ways in which individuals may disagree about the 
relative merits and effectiveness of artistic choices in the creation 
and performance of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
(5.B.5) 
 

 
 
Decoding simple contextual clues requires evaluation 
mechanisms, such as rubrics, to sort fact from opinion. (5.B.2) 
 
While there is shared vocabulary among the four arts disciplines 
of dance, music, theatre, and visual art, each also has its own 
discipline-specific arts terminology. (5.B.3) 
 
 
Levels of proficiency can be assessed through analyses of how 
artists apply the elements of art and principles of design. (5.B.4) 
 
Artists and audiences can and do disagree about the relative 
merits of artwork. When assessing works of dance, music, theatre 
and visual art, it is important to consider the context for the 
creation and performance of the work (e.g., Who was the creator? 
What purpose does the artwork serve? Who is the intended 
audience?).  (5.B.5) 

 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses and Critique Methodologies (continued) 
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Assessment Rubric Key Criteria for Differentiation 
*Art Portfolio 
*Peer Review 
*Rubrics 
*Performance Tasks 
*Class Projects 
 

*http://www.incredibleart.org/l 
*http://www.makeworksheets.com/samples/ru
brics/index.html 
*http://rubistar.4teachers.org/ 
*http://roobrix.com 
 

*Making Differentiation a Habit by 
Diane Heacox, Ed.D. pgs. 57 -62, 
115-117 
*Differentiating Instruction in the 
Regular Classroom by Diane Heacox, 
Ed.D. pgs. 125-128 
*http://www.teach-nology.com/ 
tutorials/teaching/differentiate 

Resources Instructional Strategies/Best Practices Enrichment 
*National Standards for Visual Art –The 
National Standards for Arts Education 
*NJCCCS Visual and Performing Arts 
Standards Learning Progressions 
*http://www.nagb.org/content/nagb/assets/d
ocuments/publications/frameworks/arts-
framework08.pdf 
*http://wwar.com/ 
*www.nga.gov 
*http://artsconnected.org/toolkit/index.html 
*http://www.artistshelpingchildren.org/ 
*http://www.projectarticulate.org/index.php 

*www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/links/ 
toolbox/practice.html 
*http://artsedge.kennedy-
center.org/educators/lessons 
*www.knowledgeloom.org/tab/index.jsp 
*http://www.teachervision.fen.com/ 
*http://incredibleart.org 
*http://www.learn360.com 
*http://www.kinderart.com/artlessons.shtml 
*http://www.artsonia.com/teachers/lessonplans 

*www.jerseyarts.com 
*www.artforlearning.com/Tours.html 
*http://www.teachervision.fen.com/a
ctivity/resource/5855.html 
*http://www.pixologic.com/sculptris/ 
*http://incredibleart.org 
*KidPix 
*Kidspiration 
*Global Art: Activities, Projects, and 
Inventions from Around the World by 
MaryAnn F. Kohl and Jean Potter 
*http://www.learn360.com 
*http://www.artcyclopedia.com/ 
*http://www.nga.gov/kids/zone/zone.
htm 
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Thematic Units  
 

Grade Three Grade Four Grade Five 
Elements of Art 
Line 
Shape/Form 
Color (Complementary) 
Texture 
Space/Perspective 
Value 
 
Principles of Art/Design 
Proportion/Scale 
Movement/Direction/Rhythm 
Pattern/Repetition 
Balance  
Unity 
Emphasis 
 
3D Art/Sculpture 
Collage 
Origami 
Clay Sculpture (Slab, Coil) 
Wire Sculpture 
Assemblage 
Weaving 
Masks 
Papier Mache 
 
Printmaking 
Foam Printing 

Elements of Art 
Line 
Shape/Form 
Color (Tertiary, Intermediate) 
Texture 
Space/Perspective 
Value 
 
Principles of Art/Design 
Proportion/Scale 
Movement/Direction/Rhythm 
Pattern/Repetition 
Balance  
Unity 
Emphasis 
 
3D Art/Sculpture 
Collage 
Origami 
Clay Sculpture (Carving, Relief) 
Wire Sculpture 
Assemblage 
Weaving 
Masks 
Papier Mache 
Jewelry Making 
 
Printmaking 

Elements of Art 
Line 
Shape/Form/Function 
Color (Intensity, Monochromatic) 
Texture 
Space/Perspective 
Value 
 
Principles of Art/Design 
Proportion/Scale 
Movement/Direction/Rhythm 
Pattern/Repetition 
Balance  
Unity 
Emphasis 
Craftsmanship 
 
3D Art/Sculpture 
Collage 
Origami 
Clay Sculpture 
Wire Sculpture 
Assemblage 
Weaving 
Masks 
Papier Mache 
Jewelry Making 
Found Art/Non-Traditional Sculpture 
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Block Printing 
Texture Rubbings 
Rubber Stamping 
 
Painting 
Watercolor 
Tempera 
Acrylic 
Sponge Painting 
Action (splatter) Painting 
Japanese Brush Painting 
Portraits 
Landscapes 
 
Illustration 
Figure Drawing 
Portraits 
Life Drawing 
Animal/Flower Drawings 
Comic Art/Cartooning 
Murals 
Still Life 
 
Art Critique  
Impressionism 
Abstract Art 
Realism 
Architecture 
Pop Art 
African American Art 
Native Art  

Foam Printing 
Block Printing 
Texture Rubbings 
Rubber Stamping 
 
Painting 
Watercolor 
Tempera 
Acrylic 
Sponge Painting 
Action (splatter) Painting 
Japanese Brush Painting 
Portraits 
Landscapes 
 
Illustration 
Figure Drawing 
Portraits 
Life Drawing 
Animal/Flower Drawings 
Comic Art/Cartooning 
Murals 
Still Life 
 
Art Critique  
Impressionism 
Abstract Art 
Architecture 
Realism 
Pop Art 
African American Art 

 
Printmaking 
Foam Printing 
Block Printing 
Texture Rubbings 
Rubber Stamping 
 
Painting 
Watercolor 
Tempera 
Acrylic 
Sponge Painting 
Action (splatter) Painting 
Japanese Brush Painting 
Portraits 
Pen & Ink 
Calligraphy 
Landscapes 
 
Illustration 
Figure Drawing 
Portraits 
Life Drawing 
Animal/Flower Drawings 
Comic Art/Cartooning 
Murals 
Still Life 
 
Art Critique  
Impressionism 
Abstract Art 

Thematic Units (continued) 
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Folk Art 
Cubism 
Modern Art 
Photorealism 
 

Native Art  
Folk Art 
Cubism 
Modern Art 
Photorealism 
Expressionism 

Realism 
Architecture 
Pop Art 
African American Art 
Native Art  
Folk Art 
Cubism 
Modern Art 
Photorealism 
Expressionism 
Non-Objective, Non-Representational Art 

 

Thematic Units (continued) 
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Scope and Sequence, Grades 3 - 5 
 

Key to Scope and Sequence: I = Introduce Skill, R = Reinforce Skill, S = Strengthen Skill 
Thematic Units Third Grade Fourth Grade Fifth Grade 

Elements of Art: 
• Line 
• Shape/Form 
• Color 
• Texture 
• Space/Perspective 
• Value 

 
S 
S 
S 
S 
R 
I 

 

 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
R 

 

 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
R 

 

Principles of Art/Design: 
• Movement/Direction 
• Pattern/Repetition 
• Balance 
• Proportion/Scale 
• Unity 
• Emphasis 
• Craftsmanship 

 
S 
S 
S 
R 
I 
I 

N/A 
 

 
S 
S 
S 
S 
R 
R 

N/A 
 

 
S 
S 
S 
S 
R 
R 
I 

 

3D Art/Sculpture: 
• Collage 
• Clay Sculpture 
• Assemblage 
• Recycled Art 
• Weaving 
• Masks 
• Papier Mache 
• Origami 
• Wire Sculpture 

 
S 
S 
S 
S 
R 
R 
R 
R 
I 

 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
R 

 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
R 

Montclair Public Schools                                                               Page 46 
 



Visual Arts / Grades K - 5  
Montclair Public Schools 

 

• Jewelry Making 
• Found Art/Non-

Traditional Sculpture 

N/A 
 

N/A 
 

I 
 

N/A 
 

R 
 
I 

 

Printmaking: 
• Foam Printing 
• Texture Rubbings 
• Rubber Stamping 
• Block Printing 

 
S 
S 
S 
R 

 

 
S 
S 
S 
S 

 

 
S 
S 
S 
S 

 

Painting: 
• Watercolor 
• Sponge Painting 
• Action Painting 
• Japanese Brush Painting 
• Tempera 
• Landscapes 
• Portraits 
• Acrylic 
• Pen and Ink 
• Calligraphy 

 
S 
S 
S 
I 
S 
R 
R 
R 

N/A 
N/A 

 

 
S 
S 
S 
R 
S 
S 
S 
S 

N/A 
N/A 

 

 
S 
S 
S 
R 
S 
S 
S 
S 
I 
I 

 

Illustration: 
• Figure Drawing 
• Portraits 
• Comic Art/Cartooning 
• Animal/Flower 

Drawings 
• Murals 
• Life Drawings 
• Still Life 

 
S 
S 
S 
 

S 
R 
R 
I 

 

 
S 
S 
S 
 

S 
S 
S 
R 

 

 
S 
S 
S 
 

S 
S 
S 
R 

 

Art Critique:    

Scope and Sequence, Grades 3 - 5 (continued) 
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• Impressionism 
• Abstract Art 
• Realism 
• Pop Art 
• African American Art 
• Native Art 
• Folk Art 
• Modern Art 
• Photorealism 
• Expressionism 
• Non-Objective, Non-

Representational Art 

S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
R 
R 

N/A 
 

N/A 
 

S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
I 
 

N/A 
 

S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
R 
 

R 
 

Scope and Sequence, Grades 3 - 5 (continued) 
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Pacing Guide  
 
Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

September 1.1.5.D.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.D.2 

Art making and 
responding to art are 
tightly interwoven parts of 
art appreciation.  
 
Visual arts improve 
quality of life and deepen 
appreciation for basic 
human needs. 
 
Elements of art and 
principles of design 
transcend culture and 
languages. 
 

Identify and distinguish 
between geometric and 
organic shapes/lines 
 
Understand that line is 
used to create shapes 
 
Recognize the elements of 
art 
 
Identify and distinguish 
between colors (tertiary, 
complementary, 
intermediate, etc.) 
 
Understand how color is 
created by mixing primary 
and secondary colors 
 
Understand how colors 
relate to each other 
(complementary, 
tints/shades) 
 

Create art works that 
emphasize isolated 
elements of art 
 
Create a collage using 
the elements of art 
 
Create an art word 
wall in classroom 
 
Make a color wheel 
showing primary, 
secondary, tertiary, 
complementary colors 
 
Demonstrate color 
mixing with varied art 
materials 
 
Paint/color with 
crayons that are warm 
and cool 
 
Create an original 
composition using 
complementary colors 
 
Create a 
monochromatic 
painting 
 
Identify real-life 
examples of colors 

http://artsconnected.org/tool
kit/index.html 
 
Kidspiration 
 
Kid Pix 
 
 

Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Art Journaling 
Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

October 1.4.5.A.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.1 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.D.1 

Individuals respond to art 
differently based on their 
own personal experiences 
and the context in which it 
was viewed. 
 
Aesthetic qualities of art 
can be classified based on 
specific characteristics 
such as theme, message, 
medium, etc. 
 
Art has endless 
opportunities for self-
expression and problem 
solving.  
 
Art making and 
responding to art are 
tightly interwoven parts of 
art appreciation.  

Distinguish between 
different patterns in a 
work of visual art 
 
Identify patterns existing 
in nature 
 
Recognizing examples of 
repetition in artwork 
 
Create 2D works of art 
using the basic elements 
of color, line, shape, 
repetition/pattern, as well 
as a variety of art 
mediums and methods 
 
Distinguish between 
random and linear patterns 
 
Identify and demonstrate 
symmetry in an art piece 
 
Create a complex pattern 
using multiple elements of 
art (color, shape, line, etc.)  

Create a pattern using 
line, color and/or 
shape 
 
Play a game of 
movement/clapping in 
patterns 
 
Examine examples of 
patterns occurring in 
nature (sunflowers, 
snowflakes, etc.) 
 
Demonstrate making 
a pattern with specific 
art materials 
 
Use stencils to create 
a complex repeating 
pattern 
 
Lead discussion with 
examples of artwork 
that have 
repetition/patterns 
 
Play I Spy to identify 
examples of repetition 
and patterns in the 
classroom  
 
Create gift wrap, 
fabric, or wallpaper 
patterned designs 

http://www.artlex.com 
 
Kidspiration 
 
Kid Pix  
 
http://www.learn360.com 
 
 

Rubrics 
Peer Review 
Art Portfolio 
Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

November/
December 

1.2.5.A.1 
 
 
 
 
1.2.5.A.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.2 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.3 

Art can be distinguished 
and identified by its 
characteristics (time 
period, culture, etc.) 
 
Art and culture reflect 
each other.  
 
History, culture and the 
arts influence each other 
in artistic expression. 
 
Every artist and every 
artistic period has a style.  
 
Art has endless 
opportunities for self-
expression and problem 
solving.  
 
Imagination is important 
in creating art but skill and 
application of art concepts 
are essential to creating 
great art. 
 

Experiment with various 
art mediums and select 
proper tools for the 
creation of art  
 
Identify artworks based on 
the themes of family and 
community, from various 
historical periods and 
world cultures 
 
Identify how artists and 
specific works of visual 
art reflect, and are affected 
by, past and present 
cultures 
 
Use art to tell a narrative 
story  
 
Understand how art can be 
used to tell a narrative 
story 
 
Compare and contrast a 
crafted object and an 
example of fine art 
 
Identify the crafts of 
indigenous people 

Create art influenced 
by Native American 
culture (ceramics, 
totem poles, dream 
catchers, etc.) 
 
My Family project 
illustrating family 
culture/traditions 
 
Introduce folk art 
 
Create story quilts 
 
Produce weaving 
projects (placemats, 
potholders, baskets, 
etc.) 
 
Create simulations of 
folk art paintings on 
animal skins 
 
Create ceramic pots, 
jewelry (beads), etc. 
 
Discuss fiber arts 
 
Create a doll or 
puppet based on those 
of indigenous people 

http://nmai.si.edu/explore/m
ultimedia/ 
 
http://www.nativetech.org/ 
 
http://www.njamistadcurricu
lum.com/ 
 

Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Rubrics 
Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 

January 1.1.5.D.2 
 
 
 

Elements of art and 
principles of design 
transcend culture and 
languages. 

Identify and distinguish 
between different forms of 
printing 

 

Use vegetables/fruits 
to make prints 
 
Use light sensitive 

http://www.artcyclopedia.co
m/ 
 
http://www.nga.gov/kids/zon

Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Rubrics 
Art Journaling 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
1.3.5.D.4 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.1 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.3 
 
 
 
 
1.4.5.B.3 
 

 
Art has endless 
opportunities for self-
expression and problem 
solving.  
 
Imagination is important 
in creating art but skill and 
application of art concepts 
are essential to creating 
great art. 
 
The creative process may 
yield unexpected results 
given the variety of 
materials and techniques. 
 
Observation, interpretation 
and description of visual 
art are crucial for 
promoting critical 
thinking, communication 
and creative expression.  
 
Greater appreciation of art 
and the aesthetic qualities 
of art due to frequent 
observation and 
discussion. 

Students will be able to 
compare and contrast 
prints/paintings 

 
Students will used texture 
plates/ found textured 
objects to create rubbings 

 
Use found objects to 
create stamp prints 
 
Students will use assorted 
materials to create a print 
plate   
 
Students will print a series 
of images 

 
Students will appropriate 
vocabulary such as print 
plate, brayer, ink, 
edition/series 
 

paper to make sun 
prints 
 
Create a printing 
block by gluing foam 
shapes to cardboard 
tube/wooden block 
 
Create texture 
rubbings 
 
Create abstract foam 
printings 
 
Create mono prints 
 
Use puzzle pieces to 
create prints 
 
Print on fabrics 
Create gift wrap 
 
Use household 
objects for printing  
(bottle caps, 
cardboard, etc.) 
 
Create artwork using 
rubber stamps and 
stamp pads 
 
Use fingertips and  
hands to create prints 

e/zone.htm Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 

Montclair Public Schools                                                               Page 52 
 



Visual Arts / Grades K - 5  
Montclair Public Schools 

 

Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

February 1.2.5.A.1 
 
 
 
 
1.2.5.A.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2.5.A.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.2 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.3 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.5.A.1 
 
 
 
 

Art can be distinguished 
and identified by its 
characteristics (time 
period, culture, etc.) 
 
Art and culture reflect 
each other.  
 
History, culture and the 
arts influence each other 
in artistic expression. 
 
Art can be influenced by 
anyone at any time to 
create new genres. 
 
Every artist and every 
artistic period has a style.  
 
Art has endless 
opportunities for self-
expression and problem 
solving.  
 
Imagination is important 
in creating art but skill and 
application of art concepts 
are essential to creating 
great art. 
 
Individuals respond to art 
differently based on their 
own personal experiences 
and the context in which it 
was viewed. 

Identify themes of African 
American art from various 
historical periods  
 
Examine and discuss art 
prints for their expressive 
qualities 
 
Communicate their ideas 
about an artwork by 
asking open-ended 
questions 
 
Identify and distinguish 
between selected artworks 
created by African 
American artists 
 
Name some of the 
contributions/characteristi
cs of African American 
art(ists) 
 
Recognize examples of 
folk art and story art 
 
 

Create a collage 
inspired by Romare 
Bearden 
 
Create a treasure box 
inspired by Bettye 
Saar 
 
Create a portrait of a 
figure in African 
American history 
 
Create masks form 
papier mache 
 
Create Kente cloth 
using stamps and 
stencils (patterns) 
 
Simple basket 
weaving/mat making 
projects 
 
Use children’s books 
related to African 
American 
achievements to 
motivate art making 
 
Use African folktales 
to motivate art 
making 
 
Create African drums 
 

http://www.njamistadcurricu
lum.com/ 
 
http://www.nga.gov/kids/zon
e/zone.htm  
 
http://www.learn360.com 

Art Journaling 
Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Rubrics 
Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
1.4.5.A.2 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.5.A.3 

 
Aesthetic qualities of art 
can be classified based on 
specific characteristics 
such as theme, message, 
medium, etc. 
 
Artists reflect on their 
artwork and discern what 
themes or ideas may have 
influenced their work. 
 
The visual arts are 
saturated with a variety of 
approaches, artistic 
solutions, and 
interpretations.  

Create story quilts 

March 1.1.5.D.2 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.2 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.3 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.5 
 

Elements of art and 
principles of design 
transcend culture and 
languages. 
 
Art has endless 
opportunities for self-
expression and problem 
solving.  
 
Imagination is important 
in creating art but skill and 
application of art concepts 
are essential to creating 
great art. 
 
The creative process may 
yield unexpected results 

Identify and distinguish 
between selected artworks 
created by female artists 
 
Name some of the 
contributions female 
artists 
 
Identify themes of art 
created by female artists 
from various historical 
periods  
 
Recognize the importance 
of Youth Art Month 
 
Create  original 2D and 
3D artworks using the 

Art journaling related 
to projects 
 
Artist study on the 
female artist of their 
choice 
 
Discuss the artwork 
of selected female 
artists 
 
Portraits of their 
favorite woman 
 
Create posters 
celebrating art for 
Youth Art Month 
 

Youth Art Explosion @ 
MHS 
 
http://www.victorianweb.org
/gender/arts.html 
 
http://aenj.org/pages/yam 

Art Journaling 
Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Rubrics 
Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
 
1.4.5.A.3 
 
 
 
 
1.4.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.5.B.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.5.B.5 
 

given the variety of 
materials and techniques. 
 
Artists reflect on their 
artwork and discern what 
themes or ideas may have 
influenced their work. 
 
Forming an opinion about 
a particular artwork based 
on what they know about 
different kinds of art is an 
essential part of art 
appreciation. 
 
Observation, interpretation 
and description of visual 
art are crucial for 
promoting critical 
thinking, communication 
and creative expression  
 
Greater appreciation of art 
and the aesthetic qualities 
of art due to frequent 
observation and 
discussion. 

basic elements of art and 
design as well as a variety 
of art mediums and 
techniques 

Create artworks for 
submission in the 
Youth Art Explosion 
@ MHS 

April 1.1.5.D.1 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.D.2 
 

Art making and 
responding to art are 
tightly interwoven parts of 
art appreciation.  
 
Visual arts improve 
quality of life and deepen 
appreciation for basic 

Identify characteristics of  
still life and landscape 
paintings 
 
Name recyclable objects 
that can be used to create 
art 
 

Recycled art projects 
 
Create posters 
encourage others to 
go green 
 
Projects that celebrate 
spring 

http://www.recycledart.com/ 
 
http://www.artistshelpingchil
dren.org/craftsbyitems.html 
 
http://www.heartwoodresour
ces.org 

Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Rubrics 
Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.1 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.3 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.4 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.4.5.B.1 
 
 
 
 

human needs. 
 
Elements of art and 
principles of design 
transcend culture and 
languages. 
  
Art has endless 
opportunities for self-
expression and problem 
solving.  
 
Imagination is important 
in creating art but skill and 
application of art concepts 
are essential to creating 
great art. 
 
The creative process may 
yield unexpected results 
given the variety of 
materials and techniques. 
  
Art can be exhibited and 
displayed anywhere. 
However, the way it is 
displayed may affect the 
way it is received by the 
audience. 
 
Forming an opinion about 
a particular artwork based 
on what they know about 
different kinds of art is an 
essential part of art 

Compare and contrast still 
life and landscape 
paintings 
 
Create 2D and 3D 
artworks  based on a 
spring theme/using 
recycled materials 
 
Distinguish between 
background middle 
ground and foreground 
 
Use a variety of materials 
to create a mixed  media 
artwork 
 
Create a layered 3D 
project using recyclable 
materials 
 
Comparing and 
contrasting the 2D and 3D 
artworks 

 
Creating landscapes 
and still life 
paintings/drawings 
 
Create found/junk art 
projects 
 
Create layered 
landscapes 
 
Mixed media/collage 
project 
 
Students study the 
work of Georgia 
O’Keeffe 
 
Students make 
flowers from tissue 
paper/plastic bottles 
 
Student sculptures 
from plastic 
bags/newspapers 
 
Students make papier 
mache animals, 
insects, etc. 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

appreciation. 

May/June 1.1.5.D.1 
 
 
 
 
1.1.5.D.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.1 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.3 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3.5.D.5 
 
 
 
 
 

Art making and 
responding to art are 
tightly interwoven parts of 
art appreciation.  
 
Visual arts improve 
quality of life and deepen 
appreciation for basic 
human needs. 
 
Elements of art and 
principles of design 
transcend culture and 
languages. 
 
Art has endless 
opportunities for self-
expression and problem 
solving.  
 
Imagination is important 
in creating art but skill and 
application of art concepts 
are essential to creating 
great art. 
 
Art can be exhibited and 
displayed anywhere. 
However, the way it is 
displayed may affect the 
way it is received by the 
audience. 

Understand how line and 
shape are used to create 
figures/portraits 
 
Identify comic art and 
how it differs from other 
forms of drawing 
 
Demonstrate illustration 
techniques 
 
Create original characters 
 
Know the difference 
between portrait and 
landscape style 
 
Learn the proper 
proportions for drawing 
the human body/face 
 
Recall/describe the 
proportions for drawing  a 
face/body 
 
Identify different 
expressions /emotions in 
portraiture 
 
Demonstrate shading 
techniques 
 

Students practice 
sketching their 
classmates (body, 
faces, etc) 
 
Flip books 
 
Learn illustration 
techniques 
 
Practice figure 
drawing and animal 
form drawing  
 
Cartooning 
 
Comic Book Art 
 
Character 
development 
 
Portraiture (self-
portraits) 
 
Basic life drawing 
 
Practice drawing 
using a model or 
manikin figures 
 
Portfolio development 
and review (for 5th 

http://www.picassohead.com
/ 
http://www.nga.gov/kids/zon
e/zone.htm  
 
Kidspiration 
 
Kid Pix  
http://www.learn360.com 

Performance Tasks 
Class Projects 
Rubrics 
Portfolio Review 
Art Journaling 
Class Discussion/ 
Verbal Assessment 
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Month 
 

New Jersey Core 
Curriculum Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings/ 
Essential Questions 

Instructional Objectives/ 
Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplemental 
Resources 

Assessments 
 

 
1.4.5.A.3 
 
 
 
 
1.4.5.B.1 

 
Artists reflect on their 
artwork and discern what 
themes or ideas may have 
influenced their work. 
 
Observation, interpretation 
and description of visual 
art are crucial for 
promoting critical 
thinking, communication 
and creative expression.  

Use journals to record 
notes, reflective thoughts, 
and sketches 
 

graders) 
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COMMON RUBRIC(S) 

 
 

 
 
 

Source:  http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/middle/RUBRIC3.htm 
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Elementary Art Rubric, Grades 3 - 5 
 
           Title of Lesson:                                                                                                         Grade: 
           Objective of Lesson: See Lesson Plan 

*Criteria to be assessed in Content/Concepts area of lesson:  
 
 

1 
Unsatisfactory 

2 
Needs 

Improvement 

3 
Proficient 

4 
Advanced 

Score 

*Content/ 
  Concepts 

The student's work 
demonstrates no 
understanding of the 
concept(s) taught. 
There is no apparent 
relationship between 
the student's artwork 
and the lesson's 
content. 

The student's work 
demonstrates little 
understanding of the 
concept(s) taught. 
Evidence of learning 
and affective 
application of the 
lesson's content are 
somewhat lacking. 

The student's work 
demonstrates an 
understanding of the 
concept(s) taught. 
There is evidence of 
learning and 
satisfactory application 
of the lesson's content. 

The student's work 
demonstrates a deep 
understanding of the 
concept(s) taught. There 
is strong evidence of 
learning and effective 
application of the 
lesson's content. 

 

Creativity The student's artwork 
shows no evidence of 
creative risk taking. 
The final product does 
not reflect a unique 
and original point of 
view. 
 

The student's artwork 
demonstrates minimal 
creativity and risk 
taking. The final 
product shows little 
evidence of personal 
point of view and 
originality. 

The student's artwork 
demonstrates some 
creativity and risk 
taking. The student's 
personal interpretation 
of the lesson 
demonstrates a unique 
point of view and some 
originality. 

The student's artwork 
reflects an exceptional 
level of creativity and 
risk taking. The 
student's personal 
interpretation of the 
lesson demonstrates a 
unique, original and 
expressive point of view. 

 

Craftsmanship Art media, materials 
and resources are 
inappropriately used. 
Completion of product 
is hurried with little 
attention to detail or 
structural integrity. 

While some care has 
been taken to ensure 
a quality product, the 
materials are not 
always used 
appropriately. Lack of 
follow through results 
in a compromised 
quality of product. 

The student's use of 
art media, materials 
and resources is 
generally appropriate 
and demonstrates a 
reasonable amount of 
care and attention to 
detail. 

The student's use of the 
art media, materials and 
resources is consistently 
appropriate and 
demonstrates, from the 
beginning of the lesson 
to the end, care and 
attention to detail. 

 

 
Source:  http://www.makeworksheets.com/samples/rubrics/art.html
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NJCCCS for Visual Arts for Grades K - 5 
Content Area Visual and Performing Arts 
Standard  1.1 The Creative Process All students will demonstrate an understanding of the 

elements and principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art.  

Strand D. Visual Art 
Standard  1.2 History of the Arts and Culture All students will understand the role, development, 

and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures.  
Strand A. History of the Arts and Culture  
Standard  1.3 Performance All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and 

technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, 
music, theatre, and visual art. 

Strand D. Visual Art  
Standard  1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies All students will demonstrate and 

apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in 
dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  

Strand A. Aesthetic Responses  
Strand B. Critique Methodologies  

 
The 2009 New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Visual Arts can be accessed at the following web address: 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/standards/1/ 
 
In addition, NJDOE provides access to 21st Century Units and Classroom Application Documents (CADs). Teachers are encouraged 
to make use of these resources as they plan for instruction. 
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National Standards for Visual Art 
The National Standards for Arts Education 

 
VISUAL ARTS (K-4) 
Source: http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/teach/standards/standards_k4.cfm  
 
Content Standard #1: Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes 
Achievement Standard: 
Students know the differences between materials, techniques, and processes 
Students describe how different materials, techniques, and processes cause different responses 
Students use different media, techniques, and processes to communicate ideas, experiences, and stories 
Students use art materials and tools in a safe and responsible manner 
 
Content Standard #2: Using knowledge of structures and functions 
Achievement Standard: 
Students know the differences among visual characteristics and purposes of art in order to convey ideas 
Students describe how different expressive features and organizational principles cause different responses  
Students use visual structures and functions of art to communicate ideas 
 
Content Standard #3: Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas 
Achievement Standard: 
Students explore and understand prospective content for works of art 
Students select and use subject matter, symbols, and ideas to communicate meaning 
 
Content Standard #4: Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures 
Achievement Standard: 
Students know that the visual arts have both a history and specific relationships to various cultures 
Students identify specific works of art as belonging to particular cultures, times, and places 
Students demonstrate how history, culture, and the visual arts can influence each other in making and studying works of art 
 

Montclair Public Schools                                                               Page 63 
 



Visual Arts / Grades K - 5  
Montclair Public Schools 

 

 
Content Standard #5: Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others 
Achievement Standard: 
Students understand there are various purposes for creating works of visual art 
Students describe how people's experiences influence the development of specific artworks 
Students understand there are different responses to specific artworks 
 
Content Standard #6: Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines 
Achievement Standard: 
Students understand and use similarities and differences between characteristics of the visual arts and other arts disciplines 
Students identify connections between the visual arts and other disciplines in the curriculum  
 
 
VISUAL ARTS (5-8) 
Source: http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/teach/standards/standards_58.cfm#04  
 
Content Standard #1: Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes 
Achievement Standard: 
Students select media, techniques, and processes; analyze what makes them effective or not effective in communicating ideas; and reflect upon the 
effectiveness of their choices 
Students intentionally take advantage of the qualities and characteristics of art media, techniques, and processes to enhance communication of their 
experiences and ideas 
 
Content Standard #2: Using knowledge of structures and functions 
Achievement Standard: 
Students generalize about the effects of visual structures and functions and reflect upon these effects in their own work 
Students employ organizational structures and analyze what makes them effective or not effective in the communication of ideas 
Students select and use the qualities of structures and functions of art to improve communication of their ideas 
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Content Standard #3: Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas 
Achievement Standard: 
Students integrate visual, spatial, and temporal concepts with content to communicate intended meaning in their artworks  
Students use subjects, themes, and symbols that demonstrate knowledge of contexts, values, and aesthetics that communicate intended meaning in 
artworks 
 
Content Standard #4: Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures 
Achievement Standard: 
Students know and compare the characteristics of artworks in various eras and cultures 
Students describe and place a variety of art objects in historical and cultural contexts 
Students analyze, describe, and demonstrate how factors of time and place (such as climate, resources, ideas, and technology) influence visual 
characteristics that give meaning and value to a work of art 
 
Content Standard #5: Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others 
Achievement Standard: 
Students compare multiple purposes for creating works of art 
Students analyze contemporary and historic meanings in specific artworks through cultural and aesthetic inquiry 
Students describe and compare a variety of individual responses to their own artworks and to artworks from various eras and cultures 
 
Content Standard #6: Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines 
Achievement Standard: 
Students compare the characteristics of works in two or more art forms that share similar subject matter, historical periods, or cultural context 
Students describe ways in which the principles and subject matter of other disciplines taught in the school are interrelated with the visual arts 
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SECTION IV 
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RESOURCES AND SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 
 

GLOSSARY 
 

Source: The NJCCCS Visual and Performing Arts Webpage  
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/standards/1/ 

 
Archetypal work of art: An artwork that epitomizes a genre of art.  
Art genres: Artworks that share characteristic approaches to content, form, style, and design. Each of the four arts disciplines 
is associated with different genres.  
Arts media: Artistic methods, processes, or means of expression (e.g., presentation mechanisms such as screen, print, 
auditory, or tactile modes) used to produce a work of art.  
Art medium(s): Any material or technique used for expression in art. In art, "medium" refers to the physical substance used 
to create artwork. Types of materials include clay, pencil, paint, and others.  
Artistic processes: For example, expressionism, abstractionism/non-objectivism, realism, naturalism, impressionism, and 
others.  
Balance: For example, in dance, complementary positions that are on or off the vertical, horizontal, or transverse axes.  
Basic Literacy: A level of achievement that indicates a student meets or exceeds the K-5 arts standards. Basic Literacy is 
attained when a student can:  

1. Respond to artworks with empathy.  
2. Understand that artwork reflects historical, cultural, and aesthetic perspectives.  
3. Perform in all four arts disciplines at an age-appropriate level.  
4. Draw similarities within and across the arts disciplines.  

Body patterning: For example, in dance, unilateral movement, contra-lateral movement, upper/lower body coordination, or 
standing or moving on two feet vs. one foot during movement patterns.  
Competency: A level of achievement that indicates a student meets or exceeds the K-8 arts standards. Competency is 
attained when a student can:  
   1. Respond to artworks with developing understanding, calling upon acquaintance with works of art from a variety of 
              cultures and historical periods.  

2. Perceive artworks from structural, historical, cultural, and aesthetic perspectives.  
3. Perform in a chosen area of the arts with developing technical ability, as well as the ability to recognize and conceive 
    solutions to artistic problems.  
4. Understand how various types of arts knowledge and skills are related within and across the arts disciplines.  

Consummate works of art: Expertly articulated concepts or renderings of artwork.  
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Discipline-specific arts terminology: Language used to talk about art that is specific to the arts discipline (dance, music, 
theatre, or visual art) in which it was created.  
Elements of art: The compositional building blocks of visual art, including line, color, shape, form, texture, and space.  
Exemplary works: Works representing genres of art that may be examined from structural, historical, and cultural 
perspectives.  
Formalism: The concept that a work's artistic value is entirely determined by its form-the way it is made, its purely visual 
aspects, and its medium. The context for the work is of secondary importance. Formalism pre-dominated Western art from the 
late 1800s to the 1960s.  
Historical eras in the arts: Artworks that share distinct characteristics and common themes associated with a period of 
history.  
Kinesthetic awareness: Spatial sense.  
Kinesthetic principles: Principles having to do with the physics of movement, such as work, force, velocity, and torque.  
Media Arts: For example, television, film, video, radio, and electronic media.  
New art media and methodologies: Artistic works that have a technological component, such as digital art, computer 
graphics, computer animation, virtual art, computer robotics, and others.  
Principles of design: Balance, proportion, rhythm, emphasis, and unity.  
Proficiency: A level of achievement that indicates a student meets or exceeds the K-12 arts standards. Proficiency is attained 
when a student can:  

1. Respond to artworks with insight and depth of understanding, calling upon informed acquaintance with exemplary 
              works of art from a variety of cultures and historical periods.  

2. Develop and present basic analyses of artworks from structural, historical, cultural, and aesthetic perspectives, 
    pointing to their impact on contemporary modes of expression.  
3. Perform in a chosen area of the arts with consistency, artistic nuance, and technical ability, defining and solving 
    artistic problems with insight, reason, and technical proficiency.  
4. Relate various types of arts knowledge and skills within and across the arts disciplines, by mixing and matching 
    competencies and understandings in art-making, history, culture, and analysis in any arts-related project.  

Utilitarian and non-utilitarian art: Art may be functional (i.e., utilitarian) or decorative (i.e., non-utilitarian).  
Visual communication: The sharing of ideas primarily through visual means-a concept that is commonly associated with two-
dimensional images. Visual communication explores the notion that visual messages have power to inform, educate or 
persuade. The success of visual communication is often determined by measuring the audience's comprehension of the artist's 
intent, and is not based aesthetic or artistic preference. In the era of electronic communication, the importance of visual 
communication is heightened because visual displays help users understand the communication taking place.  
Visual literacy: The ability to understand subject matter and the meaning of visual artworks within a given cultural context; 
the ability to communicate in a wide array of art media and express oneself in at least one visual discipline.  
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7 Good Resources for Art Teachers and Students 

I was recently contacted by a reader who wanted to know what I had in my archives for art lessons and digital art 
galleries that students can access. While this isn't every visual art resource in my archive, these are seven of my 
personal favorites. 

 
The Art Project powered by Google features interior tours of seventeen world famous art museums. Select a 
museum from the list on the homepage and you can virtually tour it using the same interface style you 
experience in Google Maps Streetview. Inside the museum just double click to zoom to a location. You can also 
open a floor plan overview and click on a room to navigate to that part of the museum. The best part of the Art 
Project powered by Google is the option to create your own artwork collection while visiting each museum. 
As you're touring a museum click on the "+" symbol on any work of art see it in greater detail, to add it to your 
collection, and to open background information about that work of art. To create a collection you must be signed 
into your Google account. 

Smarthistory is a free online alternative to expensive art history textbooks. 
Smarthistory was developed by art history professors Dr. Beth Harris and Dr. Steven Zucker. Smarthistory  
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features more than just images of notable works of art. Videos lessons, VoiceThread lessons, and audio lessons 
about eras and themes in art history are what make Smarthistory a valuable resource. Students can browse all 
of the resources of Smarthistory by artist name, style of work, theme, or time period. Smarthistory is now 
partnered with Khan Academy to deliver lessons. 
 

Picturing America is a project of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities and the American Library Association. Picturing America is an interactive 
gallery of artwork related to events, people, and themes in American history. You can browse the gallery 
chronologically or by theme. Click on any image in the gallery to learn about the artist and the artwork itself. 
Along with the background information for each image, Picturing America provides links to additional 
resources for learning about the artwork and artists. 
 

The World Digital Library hosts nearly 5,000 primary documents and images from 
collections around the world. Sponsored by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, the mission of the World Digital Library is to promote the study and understanding of cultures. 
The WDL can be searched by date, era, country, continent, topic, and type of resource. In my search of the WDL  

7 Good Resources for Art Teachers and Students (continued) 
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I noticed that roughly half of the resources are historical maps and images. The WDL aims to be accessible to as 
many people as possible by providing search tools and content descriptions in seven languages. The WDL can 
also be searched by clicking through the map on the homepage. 
 

The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art has a great collection of multimedia, 
interactive features about art and artists. In these features you can learn about styles of art, specific works, 
and the artists. There is a mix of videos and slideshows contained in the interactive archive. The archive contains 
features about Picasso and Pollock as well as artists whose works aren't quite as famous. 

 
Art Babble is a video website designed and maintained by the Indianapolis Museum of Art. The purpose of 
Art Babble is to provide a place for people to learn about the creation of art, artists, and collections through 
quality video productions. Visitors to Art Babble will find videos related to many forms of and formats for art. 
Browse the video channels and you'll find videos covering a wide array of topics including abstract art, 
European Art and Design, African Art, graphic design, glass, sculpture, surrealism, and much more. 
 

7 Good Resources for Art Teachers and Students (continued) 
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MOOM, the Museum of Online Museums, is a list of museums that offer online 
exhibitions. In some cases the museums include virtual tours and in other cases the museums online exhibits are 
simple photo galleries. Some of the notable museums featured in the Museum of Online Museums include 
the Smithsonian, the Art Institute of Chicago, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
 

Taken from: http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2012/03/7-good-resources-for-art-teachers-and.html  
 

Books and Articles 

Age appropriate/teacher designed articles introducing aesthetic arguments: Aesthetic Puzzles for Children, by Marcia Eaton and 
Thinking Through Aesthetics by Marilyn Stewart, Davis Pub., Worcester, Mass., How to Talk to Children About Art by Françoise 
Barbe-Gall 

Resources for Differentiation: Making Differentiation a Habit by Diane Heacox, Ed.D. and Differentiating Instruction in the Regular 
Classroom by Diane Heacox, Ed.D.  
 
Project Ideas: Global Art: Activities, Projects, and Inventions from Around the World by MaryAnn F. Kohl and Jean Potter; 
Discovering Great Artists: Hands-On Art for Children in the Styles of the Great Masters (Bright Ideas for Learning) by Kim Solga; 
MUDWORKS, Creative Clay, Dough, and Modeling Experiences by MaryAnn F. Kohl, illustrated by Kathleen Kerr; Sketching and 
Drawing by Cathy Johnson, part of the First Step Series; The Big Green Book of Recycled Crafts by Leisure Arts Publishing 

7 Good Resources for Art Teachers and Students (continued) 
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Lesson Plan: The Story in Art 
Featured Work of Art 

 

Marco del Buono Giamberti (Italian, Florentine, 1402–1489) and Apollonio di Giovanni di Tomaso (Italian, Florentine, 1415/17–1465)  

The Story of Esther, 1460–70  

Tempera and gold on wood  

17 1/2 x 55 3/8 in. (44.5 x 140.7 cm)  

Rogers Fund, 1918 (18.117.2) 

Collection Areas: European Art; Italian Art 

Subject Areas: Visual Arts, English Language Arts 

Grades: Elementary School 

Topic/Theme: Stories in Art 

Goals 
Students will be able to: use observation and interpretation skills to analyze narrative elements in a painting; 
             visually convey a story through the use of characters, pose, and setting. 
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National Standards 
Visual Arts - Understanding and Applying Media, Techniques, and Processes  
Visual Arts - Using Knowledge of Structures and Functions  
Visual Arts - Choosing and Evaluating a Range of Subject Matter, Symbols, and Ideas  
Visual Arts - Making Connections between Visual Arts and Other Disciplines  
English Language Arts - Communication Skills  
English Language Arts - Applying Knowledge  
English Language Arts - Evaluating Data 

Questions for Viewing 
What do you notice about the figures in the scene (clothing, attributes, pose, etc.)?  
In what activities are they engaged? 
Find one figure that is repeated. What similarities and differences do you notice in the representations?  
Why do you think the artist chose to include some figures multiple times? 
Take a moment to explore the setting. What do you see? Does it remind you of a specific place? 
If this painting were a story, how would you describe the beginning, middle, and end? What details support your ideas? 

Activity 
Strike three poses and take note of the overall shape of your body. Cut out one shape reflecting each pose. Imagine these shapes are characters and make up a 
story about them that has a beginning, middle, and end. Recreate a scene from the story by pasting your characters onto another sheet of paper and add a 
background using crayons, pencils, or markers. Last, write your story or create speech bubbles for the characters in your scene. 

Materials: Two sheets of paper (different colors), scissors, glue sticks 
Activity Setting: Classroom 
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Resources 
Arkenberg, Rebecca, Rika Burnham, Deborah Krohn, Kent Lydecker, Bosilijka Raditsa, and Teresa Russo. The Art of Renaissance Europe: A Resource for 

Educators. New York: The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2000. Download the resource. 

Febbraro, Flavio, and Burkhard Schwetje. How to Read World History in Art. New York: Abrams, 2010. 

"Marco del Buono Giamberti and Apollonio di Giovanni di Tomaso: The Story of Esther (18.117.2)." In Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History. New York: The 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2000–.   http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/works-of-art/18.117.2 (November 2008) 

Pre-Visit Guide for Teachers: European Paintings (15th–18th Century) (PDF) 

Sider, Sandra. Handbook to Life in Renaissance Europe. New York: Facts on File, 2005. 

 
Related Object  
Silver Plate with David and Goliath, 629–30  
Byzantine, made in Constantinople  
Silver  
Diam. 19 7/16 x 2 5/8 in. (49.4 x 6.6 cm)  
Gift of J. Pierpont Morgan, 1917 (17.190.396) 

Author: Adapted from The Art of Renaissance Europe: A Resource for Educators 
Affiliation: The Metropolitan Museum of Art  
Date: 2000 

Source:  Metropolitan Museum of Art’s website, http://www.metmuseum.org/learn/for-educators/lesson-plans-and-pre-visit-guides/the-story-in-art 
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